
you can assist your church for its future 
growth. We need everyone working to-
gether to achieve what that future will 
be. One of the important committees in 
our church is the Lay leadership Com-
mittee. It has the responsibility of placing members into 
places of service in the church. I would love to be able 
to let its members know that you had a talent to be used 
for God and for them to find a place for you to be in 
ministry. Prayerfully consider and use the form below 
to let us know that you would like to serve in a special 
place in the church. Please let us know if you have a 
desire to serve in a particular place or would like assis-
tance to match your talents with a place to serve.  
 
God bless each of us as members of our church to serve 
gladly and faithfully where we are needed. Bring or 
send the form to the church office in care of me. Or, 
give me a call to talk about a place for you to serve in 
our church. 
 
God’s richest blessings be with all of you.  
  
 

_____ Yes, I would like to consider being actively in 

service to my church through a committee, work area, 

or other place where my talents can be used.  

Please contact me:  Phone: __________________ 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 

What does the word “membership” mean to you? 
Probably many different things. I am using the word to 
talk of membership in the church. Such membership is 
both a privilege and a responsibility. The Book of Disci-
pline of the United Methodist Church defines member-
ship in this way: 
 
“When persons unite as professing members with a lo-
cal United Methodist Church, they profess their faith in 
God … make known their desire to live their daily lives 
as disciples of Jesus Christ … [and] they covenant to-
gether with God and with the members of the local 
church to keep [their] vows. All members of Christ’s 
universal church are called to share in the ministry 
which is committed to the whole church of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
What this means is that everyone who is a part of the 
church accepts the responsibility to be a disciple of 
Christ while enjoying the privileges of the church. This 
means that being a member of the church is more 
than only attending church, fellowship groups, or 
studies (though all are important and critical). It also 
means that one is committed to serve the church in as 
many different ways as people’s gifts and talents are 
different and can be used. The important thing is that 
every person commit themselves to serve in a place in 
the church where they are needed. 
 
I would like to challenge each member of our church 
to look at where you can serve in your church. I 
would like to ask you to think of your gifts and where 
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Ring Around the Collar 

Flyer required 

          February  
  6th Sharky’s Mexican Grill 
13th Claim Jumper Restaurant 
20th Panda Express 
27th Mimi’s Café 
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Together we can make a difference! 

CROP WALK 2012 
Sunday March 4 - 2 p.m. 

Walk With Us  -  Sponsor a Walker 
 

Let us join together to walk to fight world hunger. This 
year’s CROP walk is scheduled for Sunday, March 4th.  
The Conejo Valley CROP Walk will be one of more 
than 1,600 CROP walks in the nation this year. The 
Conejo CROP Walk is sponsored by Church World Ser-
vice. Its purpose is to stop world hunger. 

 

Church World Service’s Hunger Facts: 
�  More than 1 billion people are hungry worldwide. 

That’s one out of every seven people in the world. 
�  Each day almost 16,000 children die from hunger-

related causes – one every five seconds. 
�  People are hungry in the United States, too. If all 

36.2 million Americans faced with food insecurity 
stood in line at a food pantry in New York, the line 
would stretch to Los Angeles and back. Twice. 

 
Of the money raised in The Conejo Valley, 25% re-
mains locally to help organizations like Manna and 
Meals on Wheels. The remaining funds help fight hun-
ger worldwide through distribution of food and creation 
of the means to obtain safe water and increased produc-
tion of food. 
 

YOU CAN HELP! 
Become a walker and as one child said, “Pray with our 
feet.” Join walkers all over the world who say “we walk 
because they walk.” 
 

Become a sponsor and support a walker and CROP 
with your generosity.  Of course, you may do both. 
 
I want to finish by telling you a story about some people 
who asked their pastor what Heaven is like. The pastor 
answered that in Heaven “they sit at a table with all 

sorts of delicacies and good things. The only problem is 
their arms do not bend.” Then they asked, “Pastor, what 
is hell like?” He answered “In hell they sit at a table 
with delicacies but the problem is their arms do not 
bend.” 
 
So they asked the pastor then what was the difference 
and he responded: 

“Ah my children, in Heaven they feed each other.” 
 
So let us bring some Heaven to earth and help to feed 
each other. Support CROP. Walk, sponsor or even 
both.  Look for the CROP walk table on the patio and 
sign up to walk with our community on March 4.   

----------------- 
Jesus tells us “for I was hungry and you gave me some-
thing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink…I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers of mine you did for me.”  

Matthew 25 
 

Share the Love Sunday 
Honoring Community Volunteers 

February 12 
 

“In this very room, there’s quite enough love 
for all the world” 

 

The Outreach and Social Concerns Committee cele-
brates the incredible generosity of our congregation for 
Mission and Outreach giving. Sunday, February 12, we 
will celebrate the love of Christ which is shared by the 
many members of our congregation who also give gen-
erously of their time and talents to help those in need in 
our community by volunteering for non-profit organiza-
tions. We hope you will be in church to celebrate the 
love which reaches out from our room on the corner in 
Westlake Village into the community and the world. 
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This book and video discussion 
group for women meets the first 
Monday of each month at 7 
p.m. The book for February 6 is 
“Olive Kitteridge” by Elizabeth 
Strout. The location is Marion 

Ward’s home. For directions, call Marion at 805-496-
1641. For information about BeeVees, call Dorie in the 
church office at 805-497-7884. 
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Videos! 
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The next gathering of this fun evening of fellowship and 
potluck will take place on Friday, February 24, hosted 
by Dorie & Bob Kracker. The festivities begin at 7 p.m. 
Single and married adults of all ages are invited. To 
RSVP, get directions or to find out what dish to bring, 
call Dorie or Bob at 805-497-9692. Space is limited! 

�

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
CLASSIC and AUCTION 

 

"A Taste of St. Andrews" 
 

Thursday, April 26, 2012 
MOORPARK COUNTRY CLUB 
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Who are the notable men of the Bible? 
Who are the men who inspired us? 

Who are the men we would rather forget? 
�

Plan to attend this year’s 10th Annual Men’s Retreat   
#	������� ��!�"��*#	������� ��!�"��*#	������� ��!�"��*#	������� ��!�"��*� ���
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Six individuals will share thoughts, reflections & opin-
ions about six men from the Old and New Testaments.�

�

Once again we will be holding this event at  
La Casa De Maria Retreat Center in Santa 

Barbara (Montecito) located 45 minutes north on Rt. 
101. The center is amid 25 beautiful acres surrounded 
by oaks, fruit trees, meadows and gardens. 

 

Attendees will be housed in a Spanish style building 
that offers comfortable “dormitory” style  

accommodations. 
 

Cost $150 per person- includes 5 meals, lodgings and  
retreat materials 

 

Make a $75 deposit to reserve your spot. 
Sign-up March 18th 

 

Retreat Co-chairs: 
 Bob Kracker 805 497 9692 &   

Russ Stone 818 889 3245 
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“You’ll never be the same!” 

  

“You’ll never be the same!” I know. I have been there 
twice and it doesn’t leave you the same! On October 9, 
2012, I am leading a group on an 11-day tour of Israel, 
the land of the Bible and the land where Jesus Himself 
walked, transforming hearts and lives. We will also be 
going to the wonderful Red City of Petra in Jordan. 
 I am praying that you will be able to join me on this trip 
of a lifetime, as we walk where Jesus walked and visit 
the places where He healed the sick, taught the multi-
tudes, died on the Cross, and arose 2,000 years ago. 
This trip is much more than simply a vacation. I believe 
we truly will never be the same upon our return. This is 
an opportunity to see the people, places, and events of 
the Bible come alive before our very eyes … an oppor-
tunity to never be the same again! 
  
I look forward to worshipping with you in the holy si-
lence of the Garden Tomb where Jesus was laid. I am 
eager to visit the Garden of Gethsemane and the Upper 
Room, and I can imagine the feeling we will have as we 
stand together and look out over the Sea of Galilee 
where our Lord stilled the waters! Let’s worship, fel-
lowship, and rejoice together in Israel … you’ll never be 
the same!  

  

God bless, 

Members of the 2011-2012 Confirmation Class and 
their Faith Partners were introduced in church on Sun-
day, January 8. The students have been attending 
weekly classes since September and will be confirmed 
on May 20. Following is a list of those in this year’s 
Confirmation Class and the Faith Partner selected by 
each to give them support through this journey. Please 
uphold them in your prayers as they continue their stud-
ies and prepare for church membership. They are: 
Shayne Costello (Dana Sheehan), Cameron Frazer 
(Carolyn Harrison), Holden Harrah (Boyd 
Donavon), Katie Shaw (Pam Sutphen), Meggie Shee-
han (Brooke Pearson), Jake Stevens (Richard Burke) 
and David Stuart (Scott Rogers). 
 
In addition to the Prayer Team that meets on Tuesday 
mornings to pray for the needs of people made known in  
worship services, there is an active Prayer Chain ongo-
ing in the congregation. For many years, prayer requests 
were communicated by means of a “phone tree” with 
people calling the next person on the roster until every-
one received, hopefully, the accurate information. This 
method is still used for participants who do not have e-
mail, but a new format was started recently – making 
use of e-mail to communicate the same information to 
everyone at the same time. 
 
Jean DeHaven coordinates the Prayer Chain and would 
be pleased to have newcomers added to the e-mail ros-
ter. If you would like to participate, please send an e-
mail to Jean at jeanied7403@sbcglobal.net. She will 
then have your correct e-mail address and can include 
you when prayer requests are sent out. Supporting and 
upholding one another in prayer is so important and this 
is a good way to be in service to the Lord. Additions to 
the Prayer Chain roster are always welcome! 
 
In addition, if you have a prayer request during the 
week and would like it to be communicated to people 
on the roster, please call the church office or call Jean 
(818-889-6685) or e-mail the information to her. 
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By Carol Ames, Communications Coordinator 

New Christian Program Coordinator 
On January 1, Julia Long became our new Christian 
Program Coordinator, taking over for Christy Sut-
phen. Julia will continue to serve as Spiritual Life Co-
ordinator. We would like to thank Christy for her en-
ergy, enthusiasm, and her fresh ideas. We hope to 

Holy Land Trip Information  
Sunday, February 12, noon - BKR   

Come hear more about this trip of a lifetime. 
Brochures available in the narthex. 

continue to build on her work bringing new approaches 
to our Sunday School program. Julia has a Master’s in 
Theology from Fuller Theological Seminary. She has 
developed an active Small Groups program, and she is 
already planning a new adult education class. We are 
looking forward to working with her and are sure that 
her training and experience will help us create a more 
effective Christian education program. 
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The UMCWV  is a 
caring Christian 
community that  

welcomes everyone  
to experience the  
loving embrace  

of God, nurtures  
one another,  

and reaches out  
to the community 

and the world 
 through a personal  
relationship with  

Jesus Christ. 
 

INVITE 
      

INVOLVE 
 

GROW 
      

SHARE 

������ ����	
��� 
� Worship service tapes or CDs 
are $2, available on request from the office. 
 

����
�� �����	� 
� meets each Thursday morning 
at 10 a.m. Questions? Call Brian in the church office. 
 

������� ������� ����� ����� �������� 
 
If you would like to help prepare some part of the meal 
for the second Sunday of the month, please contact 
Cathie Loeb at 818-884-7733.  
 

� � 	����� 
� Register Vons’, Pavillions’ and Bristol 
Farms’ club cards, debit or credit cards at www.escrip. 
com. Search for our “group number” 151672242 or our 
group name (UMCWV ) to which contributions should 
be made. Questions? Call the church office at 805-497-
7884.  
 

������� ������� 
� The chapel is open Sunday 
mornings and on weekdays through the office from 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 

������ ����� 
� Issue for January/February is avail-
able in the narthex (entry to sanctuary) Donation $.75. 
  

�������� ����
���	� 
� If you have a vehicle to 
donate, contact Sharon Brandenberger to arrange the 
details. The church receives 70%. 

Wade Berry              2/01 
Kathy Bordner             2/01 
Dorie Inglis               2/01 
Dennis Morris            2/01 
Tiffany Silic         2/02 
Becky Phillipson          2/03 
Catherine Ranieri        2/03 
Alison Boring            2/04 
Barb Kula                     2/04 
John Nussey           2/04 
Arlene Poling               2/04 
Louise Kasonic          2/05 
Rosario Nussey          2/06 
Judi Robinson          2/07 
Ryan Berkowitz         2/09 
Elsie Eisenberg           2/09 
Linda Menges          2/09 
Bob Addison             2/10 
Don Keithley               2/10 
Chase Laing            2/11 
Joan Ohm                     2/11 
Randy Aldcroft       2/13 
Eric Hamaker             2/14 
Marilyn Hamilton  2/14 
Russ Ewing           2/15 
Louanne Phillips          2/15 
Brandon Hein             2/17 
Izzy Anderson         2/18 
Kelli Barmasse        2/19 
Mari Hill                   2/19 
Marri Thomas          2/19 
Mike Sheehan              2/20 
J.J. Simonsgaard     2/20 
J. Lee Irvine             2/21 
Jake Nonnemaker       2/21 
Tom Stapp                   2/22 
Boyd Donavon         2/23 
Roz Thebaud               2/23 
Gina Truby         2/23 
Jim Andersen               2/24 
Wade Taylor             2/24 
Ann Borden                2/25 
Laura Bell                2/26 
Warner Cutbill            2/26 
Craig Moore             2/26 
Salli House                 2/27 
Boyd Davis                  2/28 
Charles Laing              2/28 
Marcia Sands             2/29 
Larry Thebaud     2/29 

SPRC is always interested in hearing from our Church 
Family. You may e-mail members at SPRC@ 
umcwv.org or attend one of its upcoming meetings for a 
brief discussion time. You may also call members of 
SPRC directly at the following contact numbers: 

       Lynn Guess (Chair)  805-373-6709 
 Lynn Reynolds 818-707-3412 
      Eric Hamaker 805-499-3602 
 Les Neal 805-241-5635 
 Mike Sellers 818-707-6266 
 Janet Todd 818-707-1658 
 Pam Pearson  805-807-9568 
 Deb Lyons 805-807-7589 
 Jim Lawson 805-551-0792 
Boyd Donavon (Lay Leader)   805-236-1494    

     Marty Blumenthal (Lay Delegate) 818-879-8185 
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John & Dorothy Rozas                                                
2/02 

 

Dick & Claudette Young                                            
2/02 

 

Don & Mardell Hansen                                               
2/03 

 

Mike & Dana Sheehan                                                 
2/03 

 

Bud & Deb Haag                                                     
2/04 

 

Bob & Dorie Kracker                                                
2/07 

 

Bob & Janet Addison                                                
2/17 

 

Randy & Margot Aldcroft                                              
2/17 

 

Rich & Seline Burns                                                 
2/1 

 

Will & Linda Nibbe                                                   
2/19 

 

Jim & Judi Robinson                                                
2/22 

 

Robin & Zbynek Mlynarik                                              
2/25 



Welcome! 
 

Join Us For Worship Each Sunday 
 

  8:00 AM - Worship with Communion each Sunday  
Alton Hall 
  

  9:00 AM -  Worship - Sanctuary     
Children’s Church - Christian Education Bldg. Rm. 4 

   
Sunday School for all ages:  

Children - Christian Education Building,  
Alton Hall classrooms, Youth Bldg. & Conference Room. 

  

Adults - Bishop Kennedy Room 
       

10:30 AM - Worship - Sanctuary  
           

Childcare: 
9:00 & 10:30 a.m. services  

(Children  under 3 in the nursery) 
  

10:30 a.m. service  
(3-5 year olds  

Christian Education Bldg. Rm. 4) 
(6-8 year olds  

Christian Education Bldg. Rm. 3)  
 

Phone: 805-497-7884  
Fax: 805-379-5157  

COVENANT is published monthly by the United Methodist Church of Westlake Village. Visit our web site:  www.umcwv.org 

 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary Alan Dickey  
gary@umcwv.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Brian Long 
brian@umcwv.org 

Business Manager: Sharon Brandenberger 
sharon@umcwv.org 

Program Secretary: Dorie Kracker 
dorie@umcwv.org 

Director of Youth Ministry: Tim D. Weaver 
tim@umcwv.org 

Spiritual Life Coordinator: Julia Long 
julia@umcwv.org 

Director of Music: Gloria Hilliard 
gloria@umcwv.org 

Organist: Ron McBain 

Choir Directors: Gloria Hilliard, Nick Newkirk, Nancy  
Phillipson, Jennifer Allison, Brenda Rogers 

Nursery Supervisor: Elyssa Steele-McGregor 
 Toddler Care Provider: Lois Jackson 
Childcare Provider: Kristin Newkirk 

Custodian: Manuel Poot 
    Treasurer: Leroy Friel 

Financial Secretary: Patty Shaw        
The Growing Place Preschool & Kindergarten  

Director: Diane Clarridge 


